No Free Lunch?  

Or

The Greatest Gifts in Life are Free!
God’s grace, in offering salvation as a gift paid for by the blood of Jesus, is something free, yet many people just “don’t get it.”  Perhaps we all are a bit jaded by living in a world driven by slogans of justice.

“There’s no such thing as a free lunch.”

“You never get anything for nothing.”  

“God takes care of those who take care of themselves.”

“If it sounds too good to be true – it is!”

But God’s offer of forgiveness of sin truly is free.  In fact it is only offered to those who will accept Jesus’ payment, and it does not apply to those who insist on paying themselves.   Jesus says: “I will give to the one who thirsts, from the spring of the water of life without cost!” (Revelation 21:6)   God’s grace-offer does not mesh with man’s contractual work-wage system of compensation.  If fact, He turns it right on its head.  If you want a works-wage relationship with God, the only thing you can work yourself into is hell.  “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord,” (Romans 6:23).  

One man had to plunge to the depths of human depravity to discover this.  He was a slave-trader and an immoral blasphemer.  He nearly lost his life in a drunken brawl when he was knocked overboard from the ship he was sailing on.  A fellow-sailor speared his thigh with a boat hook and drug him out of the sea.  In his desperation he cried out to God for forgiveness that is not based on living a good life or going through church rituals.  He pleaded with God for forgiveness by grace - undeserved favor based on Jesus’ death upon the cross as a finished sacrifice for sin.  He survived to become chaplain to England’s Parliament.

That transformed sinner was, of course, John Newton who wrote: “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound; that saved a wretch like me.  I once was lost, but now I am found - was blind but now I see.”

John once said:  “When I get to heaven I shall see three wonders there.  The first wonder will be, to see many people there whom I did not expect to see.  The second wonder will be, to miss many people whom I did expect to see.  And, the third and greatest wonder of all will be, to find myself there.”

The last couple of years of John Newton’s life, his eyesight was too poor to read.  A friend would have breakfast with John and read the Word of God to him.  After reading, Newton would make a few comments on the Scripture and then they would pray.  One day they read the words:  “By the grace of God, I am what I am.”  Silence hung heavy for several minutes.

When John finally spoke it was profound.  “I am not what I ought to be.  How imperfect and deficient I am!  I am not what I wish to be, although I abhor that which is evil and would cleave to what is good! I am not what I hope to be, but soon I shall be out of mortality and with it all sin and imperfection.  Though I am not what I ought to be, nor what I wish to be, nor yet what I hope to be, I can truly say I am not what I once was: a slave to sin and Satan.  I can heartily join with the apostle and acknowledge that ‘by the grace of God I am what I am!’”

What about you my friends?  “By the grace of God, I am what I am!” Can you say that?  “Not by my own doing.  Not by works of righteousness that I have done.  Not by strength, nor by power.  Not by the planning of man nor the strength of the economy.  But, by the grace of God!”

Please don’t miss out on God’s economy by insisting on receiving only what you deserve.  The truth is the only thing you deserve is eternal damnation.  The greatest things in life and eternity are not free – but they’re already paid for and available as a gift!  It cost God and His Son, Jesus, plenty to provide these eternal provisions for you.  Won’t you humbly receive Him and all He desires to give?

God wants to give you a new life in Jesus Christ – no matter what your past, what you’ve done or how far you’ve wandered.  That new life is available only as a grace gift that is given to any who will ask for it in faith.  

