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I must confess that I don’t like those cheap, racy, romance novels, but I couldn’t put down the biography of a street-walker.  The plot of the true story followed the familiar line of so many of the modern, trashy, day-time soaps and talk shows.  I wouldn’t have read it but it was in a book that is highly recommended by almost all religious scholars - especially the most conservative ones.

It was the typical story of a pretty girl who grew up in a rural area with a caring family.  She learned the traditional household and domestic skills expected of a young lady.  She even developed her weaving ability into a trade that could earn a respectable living.  Her creative skills combined with her natural beauty turned many of the local boy’s heads, and their thoughts toward marriage.  But she turned a different direction.  Instead of earning a decent living with her hands, she knew how to turn a fast buck - with her whole body.


The biography tracked her life in the big city on the fast lane: an outcast from family and decent society; pushed to the fringe of the city and the red-light district; hosting visiting foreign dignitaries.  You would expect the typical ending: a futile existence; increasing hardness and bitterness; an early, lonely death.  But this story is full of irony.


She meets two men – naturally - but these are men of God.  She accepts their message by faith and begins a new life of obedience to God.  She is rescued out of a decaying and doomed city and actually marries a prince of the most powerful nation on earth.  She later is recognized as a national hero and gives birth to a great man of God.  Her name is immortalized in a hall of heroes in the world’s best selling book - the Bible!


Hebrews 11:31 ranks the name of Rahab the harlot right alongside of Noah, Moses and Abraham as a person of heroic faith.  Her life personifies one of the central truths of Scripture - God changes people!   The Bible is full of narratives teaching this same hopeful truth.  God can take the lives of those that the world has written off as trashed, and transform them into living displays of His power and grace.


God says, in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Those who become Christians become new persons. They are not the same anymore, for the old life is gone. A new life has begun!” 

(NLT).  God changes people!  There is a power for changed lives.  It is the saving power of God.  But it is a power that is available in one place only - “If any man is in Christ…”  You can experience a transformed life only by placing your faith in Jesus Christ, and allowing Him to actually take up residence within you.


I am reminded of the words of testimony from another transformed life.  He was a slave-trader and an immoral blasphemer.  He nearly lost his life in a drunken brawl when he was knocked overboard from the ship he was sailing on.  A fellow-sailor speared his thigh with a boat hook and drug him out of the sea.  In his desperation he cried out to God for forgiveness that is not based on living a good life or going through church rituals.  He pleaded with God for forgiveness by grace - undeserved favor based on Jesus’ death upon the cross as a finished sacrifice for sin.  He survived to become chaplain to England’s Parliament.


That transformed sinner was, of course, John Newton who wrote: “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound; that saved a wretch like me.  I once was lost, but now I am found - was blind but now I see.”


God wants to give you a new life in Jesus Christ – no matter what your past, what you’ve done or how far you’ve wandered.  That new life is available only as a grace gift that is given to any who will ask for it in faith.  

* This prologue is simply an introduction to the life of Rahab and, more importantly, the new life available by God’s transforming power.  The first pages of the novel will be available next week (but you will have to finish it on your own).  Are you ready for a new life?  Click on this http://www.hutchcraft.com/Yours-For-Life/Presentation/Alpha   to read more or call one of our pastors at 308.382.1898 to visit with you about a new beginning in life.
