Series:  Authentic Living

Earthly Treasures, Cheap Gods

Matthew 6:24
Jesus never takes second place!

    Col. 1:17-18 “…that He might have first place in everything!”
Reasons:
1. You can have only one master!


No one can serve two masters!

a.  Earthly treasure can enslave.


 master – kurios: Lord!

b.  Divided loyalty is idolatry.


mammon – riches; that which is trusted.



Jesus teaching: Matt. 19:21-22; Luke 14:33; Luke 9:24-25

Apply:  I will either obey or turn away!



Unaithful w/ material things = unfaithful at entry level


Luke 16:10-11 & 19:17
2. You can have only one first love.


He will hate one & love the other!

a.  Love of the world is exclusive of love for God.


1 Jn 2:15 loves the world the love of the Father is not in Him.

b.  First love of yourself  is exclusive of love for God.


Luke 10:27 Love the Lord your God with all…




        & love your neighbor as yourself!
Challenge:  Who is my master? 
Shackles of material slavery:

1. Coveting – my identity and security need more!

Luke 12:16-21; Proverbs 30:15-16 cf. Eccl. 5:10

2. Conflict - material things control relationships

James 4:1-3  money above people; sacrifice people for things
3. Consumerism - obsessed with my desires

Phil 3:18-19  enemies of the cross - god is their appetites.

4. Complacency - indifferent to the things of God

Matt. 13:22 & Rev. 3:17

Choose you this day whom you will serve!  Joshua 24:15

